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Introduction 
 
I am passionate about teaching courses in Comparative Politics and International Relations and 
bring substantial interdisciplinary teaching experience as an instructor at the University of Colorado 
Boulder and at the Tecnológico de Monterrey Campus Guadalajara.  I thrive in diverse 
environments and challenge my students to be active global citizens and solve political problems 
with an understanding of normative implications.  It is particularly fulfilling for me to mentor 
students through school organizations and community engagement.  I have developed personal 
pedagogical strategies for teaching effective communication skills and encouraging classroom 
discussion and remain enthusiastic about incorporating new ideas and techniques in the classroom.  
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Teaching Experience and Interests 
 
In Table 1 below, I first list the courses I have taught as the instructor on record during my time as a 
graduate student at the University of Colorado Boulder and during my time as an instructor at the 
Tecnológico de Monterrey Campus Guadalajara, Mexico.  Descriptions of these classes may be 
found on page 4.  In the second column, I list the courses I taught as a teaching assistant and that I 
would also be prepared and excited about teaching.  In the third column, I list additional courses 
that I am prepared and interested to teach.   
 
My classes ranged in size from as few as 10 students to as many as 75 students.  I have taught in a 
variety of formats as well, including an intensive five-week summer course, a three-hour evening 
course over ten weeks, and an online course.   
 
Table 1: Teaching Experience and Interests 

Courses Taught as Instructor 
Courses Taught as a 
Teaching Assistant 

Additional Courses Prepared 
and Interested to Teach 

At University of Colorado: 
• Latin American Politics 
• Global Development 
• Revolution and Political 

Violence 
• International Behavior 
 
At Tecnológico de Monterrey: 
• Global Development 
• Introduction to Sociology 
• Ethics, Self, and Society 
• Business Ethics 

• Introduction to Comparative 
Politics 

• Introduction to International 
Relations 

• Military and Politics in Latin 
America 

• Middle East Politics 
• International Law 

• Democracy in Developing 
Countries 

• Ethnic Politics 
• Rule of Law in Developing 

Countries 
• Politics of Poverty & 

Inequality 
• Undergraduate Research 

Methods 

 
Prior Teaching Experience: 
 
Before starting my PhD work, I had a great opportunity to teach at the Tecnológico de Monterrey a 
small, private university in Guadalajara, Mexico.  From 2008-2011, I served as an instructor and 
taught three or four classes each semester (see Table 1) that reflect my interdisciplinary background 
in social work and business.  The Tecnológico de Monterrey has an established international 
exchange program where classes are taught in English.  As such, my classes were extremely diverse 
with students from Europe, Asia, and nearly every country in North and South America.  Teaching 
in a foreign culture and with students from all around the world really challenged me to teach the 
material in a non-U.S. centric perspective and adapt examples that resonate with a diverse class.  I 
really embraced this challenge and believe I am a better teacher because of it.  I was honored to 
receive the best teacher in the department of humanities in the spring of 2009 and 2010, which was 
based on student evaluations and comments. 
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Philosophy of Teaching 
 
My teaching philosophy centers on the following objectives: 1) Help students understand political 
science theory and how it impacts our daily lives, 2) Develop solutions to political problems and the 
skills to think analytically and communicate effectively, and 3) Nurture diversity in the classroom in 
a way that encourages effective participation in the shaping of an equitable, sustainable, and 
democratic society. 
 
I strive to fulfill these objectives in a number of practical ways.  To help students develop effective 
communication skills and to cultivate the ability to defend their argument, I have adapted my 
approach to writing assignments over the years.  I no longer assign one final paper or presentation at 
the end of the semester.  Instead, I divide up the paper into meaningful sections and require 
students to orally present drafts of each section to their peers.  For example, in my Latin American 
Politics course, students first present their research on a political problem in Latin America and, a 
few weeks later, they present their explanation for the cause of that problem.  Their peers are 
required to submit written feedback. I find that the challenge of having to verbally express their 
argument helps students articulate their perspectives better.  Through peer evaluation, students 
become more critical of their own arguments, recognizing strategies that are most effective.  More 
frequent assessment allows them to demonstrate growth and learn from their mistakes.  In the end, 
this translates into better writing as well, especially in structure and having a consistent thesis.  
Students say they appreciate the chance for feedback and that they see more clearly the connection 
of the paper to the class objectives overall. 
 
I also rely on structured debate as a way to encourage students to hone their skills at crafting 
arguments.  Depending on the size or format of the class, debates may take the form of an oral in-
class debate, a written exercise, or an online blog post.  In all cases, I randomly assign students to a 
side from a current event topic and they must defend that position.  A particularly animated debate 
in my Revolution and Political Violence class asked what role the United States should have in 
supporting the Arab Spring movements.  I require that every argument students make be supported 
with evidence rather than their opinion.  Thinking from another perspective and making evidence-
based claims challenges students to develop better argument skills.  Many students report that they 
changed their point-of-view after the exercise and others say they feel better prepared in defending 
their original stance. 
 
My teaching style is interactive and encourages cooperation between the students and myself.  I 
believe discussion is important as a way to learn from others’ perspectives and to encourage 
enthusiasm for the material, but it can be challenging when some students are hesitant to speak.  I 
have learned to address this challenge in a number of ways.  First, in the first two weeks of class, I 
begin the first five to ten minutes with “get-to-know-you” activities in which I participate as well.  
Students often find it silly, but by the end of two weeks, students are engaging with one another and 
are more comfortable in approaching me as well.  Second, I make every effort to arrive in the 
classroom ten minutes before class begins, which allows students to ask me questions and provides 
time to know each other outside of the classroom.  Third, I make myself available outside the 
classroom through routine office hours, by special appointment, and through email.  It is my policy 
to respond to emails within 24 hours.  Fourth, I utilize small-group activities, which allows shyer 
students a chance to participate.  Through these strategies, I notice that students are more 
comfortable with me and with each other and overall participation has increased.   
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My approach to teaching also gets students engaged by bringing in real-world politics.  It is a strategy 
I first started using in my Global Development class at the Tecnológico de Monterrey in Mexico.  
During a unit on microfinance, I brought in a small women’s group and the group organizer from 
Opportunidiad Internacional to discuss how microfinance works and the benefits they have seen from it 
in their personal lives.  More recently, in my Revolution and Political Violence class, a Syrian refugee 
told his story of defecting from the army and escaping to the United States.  Students have 
expressed that the guest speakers are not only informative, allowing for connections to course 
topics, but also that they have felt inspired to become more involved in addressing these problems.  
 
Diversity in culture, ethnicity, and experiences is important to me to have in the classroom, as I 
believe diversity promotes a deeper understanding of the theoretical debates and issues that perhaps 
feel removed from our own lives.  My goal is to encourage respect for our peers and each other’s 
opinions, yet develop the skills necessary to critically analyze political problems and formulate 
sound, moral, and empirical arguments to support our own views.  To this end, I ensure that I use 
readings, videos, and other examples that reflect diverse ideas and illustrate real experiences of 
people effected by political decisions and processes throughout the world.  The discussions, debates, 
and use of guest speakers already discussed simultaneously serves as a way to promote diversity in 
the classroom. 
 
In sum, I am enthusiastic and dedicated to teaching and take seriously efforts to improve my 
teaching effectiveness.  My goal is for students to leave with a passion and the skillset for solving 
political problems with an understanding of the normative implications in today’s diverse 
environment. 
 
 
Mentoring & Advising 
 
Mentoring students in and out of the classroom is something I am passionate about.  I have been a 
mentor in a formal setting, serving as an advisor for a student in the Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship Program.  We met once a week to establish the necessary steps he would take to 
complete each stage of the research process.  He implemented a qualitative design and his final 
project, “Reforming the Revolution: the Ascent of Neoliberal Hegemony in Mexico’s Institutional 
Revolutionary Party,” received the second-highest scores in a class of ten.   
 
I also enjoy mentoring students outside of the classroom through school clubs and community 
engagement.  I enjoy drawing on my background in social work to organize students to be activists 
in their local communities or in matters they are passionate about.  As a member of Women in 
Political Science at the University of Colorado, I recruit undergraduate members and help them 
voice their concerns and formulate ways to address such matters.  I am very interested in taking on 
more of these sorts of roles and supporting student groups and community engagement. 
 
 
Teaching Awards 
 
Best Teacher of the Semester, Department of Humanities, Tecnológico de Monterrey Campus 
Guadalajara, Mexico (Spring 2009 and Spring 2010) 
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Description of Courses Taught 
 
As instructor of record, University of Colorado Boulder: 
 
PSCI 3032: Latin American Politics (Summer 2014) 
This course is an introduction to the politics of Latin America.  We will focus on debates in relation 
to three overarching themes: (1) democracy in the region and its challenges, (2) political economy in 
the region, and (3) the role of the United States.   
 
PSCI 4012: Global Development (Fall 2014) 
Why are some countries rich and others poor?  We will explore a wide range of possible reasons and 
explanations for why so many countries are poor, and we will do so from a variety of disciplines and 
ideological perspectives. 
 
PSCI 3062: Revolutions and Political Violence (Spring 2016) 
The purpose of this course is to understand the process of revolution.  We examine a number of 
different revolutions across time and space to compare and contrast the causes and outcomes of 
revolution. 
 
PSCI 3193: International Behavior (Fall 2016, Spring 2017, Summer 2017) 
The primary objective of this course is to provide a framework for systematically and rigorously 
understanding current events in international relations.  We examine state behavior in international 
security and in international political economy. 
 
As instructor of record, Tecnológico de Monterrey Campus Guadalajara, Mexico: 
 
H1018: Ethics, Self and Society (Fall 2008, Spring 2009, Fall 2009, Spring 2011) 
This course covers contemporary ethical problems and gives the student theories and tools to use in 
order to critically analyze such dilemmas. 
 
H2004: Global Development (Spring 2009, Fall 2009, Spring 2010, Spring 2011) 
Why are some countries rich and others poor?  We will explore a wide range of possible reasons and 
explanations for why so many countries are poor, and we will do so from a variety of disciplines and 
ideological perspectives. 
 
H2002: Business Ethics (Spring 2010, Spring 2011) 
This course applies ethical theories and provides a framework for making ethical decisions in a 
variety of professional settings and analyzes the consequences of such decisions for workers, 
consumers, the environment, and society. 
 
P1000: Introduction to Sociology (Fall 2008) 
This course is an introduction to the basic concepts of the sociological analysis of human behavior.  
A global analysis is emphasized so that students understand social diversity and how society 
influences the lives of different groups and individuals. 
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Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness 
 
My teaching evaluations demonstrate my teaching effectiveness and dedication to students (Table 2).  
My course evaluations for first-time preps consistently exceed the division (arts and sciences) and 
department (political science) average.  The areas that students rate me particularly high are how 
much they learned in the course, the extent that the instructor inspires interest, and instructor 
availability for assistance.  In fact, my scores for instructor availability are consistently one standard 
deviation about the average, which I believe reflects my interest and commitment to supporting 
students in and out of the classroom. 
 
Table 2: Student Course Evaluations 

 
Course 
Overall 

Instructor 
Overall 

How 
Much 

Student 
Learned 

Instructor 
Inspires 
Interest 

Instructor 
Available 

for 
Assistance 

Latin American Politics 
(Summer 2014) 5.2 * 5.2 5.2 * 4.9 5.6 ** 

Global Development 
(Fall 2014, Section 1) 5.1 * 5.3 * 5.0 * 5.0 * 5.7 ** 

Global Development 
(Fall 2014, Section 2) 5.3 ** 5.5 ** 5.1 * 5.1 * 5.8 ** 

Revolution & Political Violence 
(Spring 2016) 4.2 4.5 4.4 4.2 4.9 

International Behavior 
(Fall 2016, Evening Section) 5.4 * 5.7 * 5.4 * 5.0 5.6 * 

International Behavior 
(Fall 2016, Online Section) 5.3 ** 5.7 ** 5.2 * 5.0 * 5.8 ** 

* Above division and department average.  ** At least a half a standard deviation above the average.           
Scores range on a 1-6 scale. 
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Course Syllabi 
 

LATIN AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS 
University of Colorado Boulder 

PSCI 3032, Summer 2014  
	

Instructor: Erin Terese Huebert      Class Meetings: M-F 2:30-4:00  
erin.huebert@colorado.edu           MCOL E158 
Office: Ketchum 5E 
Office Hours:  M-F 1:00-2:30 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course is an introduction to the politics of Latin America.  We will focus on debates in relation 
to three overarching themes: (1) democracy in the region and its challenges, (2) political economy in 
the region, and (3) the role of the United States.  We will apply these themes and theoretical debates 
to understand and explain modern political dynamics in the following countries—Chile, Argentina, 
Brazil, Nicaragua, Mexico, Bolivia, and Guatemala.  While we will explore these seven countries in 
more depth, the other eleven countries in the region will also be addressed. 
 
Objectives: 
 
! Depict the regional/national historical and social contexts in which politics occurs 
! Identify key political actors and institutions for the countries we study 
! Describe important political, economic, and social dynamics for the countries we study 
! Talk knowledgeably and critically about political outcomes in specific countries 
! Analyze and explain political outcomes using theories introduced in this course 
 
Required Text 
 
! Vanden, Harry E. and Gary Prevost.  2012.  Politics of Latin America: The Power Game.  4th edition. 

New York, NY: Oxford University Press.  
 
In addition, I will assign and provide readings from other sources.  These readings will be available 
on Desire2Learn (D2L).  On this syllabus, readings from Vanden and Prevost are abbreviated 
(V&P). 
 
Everyday, students will also read and bring to class current event articles related to events occurring 
in Latin America.  Any legitimate news source is permissible, including those directly from the 
countries of Latin America.  I recommend the following sources: 

! The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/americas/index.html) 
! The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world/americas) 
! The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/latin_america/) 
! National Public Radio (http://www.npr.org/sections/latin-america/) 
! La Jornada (Mexico, in Spanish) (http://www.jornada.unam.mx/ultimas/) 
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Course Grading 
 

Component Due Date % of Final Grade 
Attendance, Participation & 
Current Events Everyday 20% 

Reading Quizzes 5 random class days 10% 
Midterm Exam July 18 15% 
Final Paper & Presentation August 5 or 6 30% 
Final Exam August 8 25% 

 
Attendance & Participation: 
Attendance and punctuality are mandatory but each student will be allowed one unexcused absence.  
Each additional unexcused absence will result in a 5% reduction in the attendance grade.  I will take 
roll-call at the beginning of class.  Those who arrive more than ten minutes late to class will be 
counted as absent.  Excused absences are only granted in extreme circumstances (i.e. death in the 
family, severe illness, religious holiday) and require written documentation prior to the anticipated 
absence.  Documentation received after the absence is not accepted and the absence will be 
recorded as unexcused. 
 
Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings and lecture material.  The 
participation component of the grade is based on the student’s active engagement during class 
meetings.  I will be taking note each week as to who participates.  Generally, I reward participation 
points based on two criteria: quality and quantity.  “Quality” participation refers to comments that 
are based on readings and class materials as well as personal experiences.  “Quantity” participation 
refers to participation that is frequent.  Each student will receive two points for participation that is 
both of quality and quantity, one point for participation that is of quantity but not quality and zero 
points for neither kind of participation.  Participation credit may also be rewarded for participating 
in in-class activities and small groups, as I recognize that not all students feel comfortable speaking 
in class.  Still, I make every effort to provide a friendly and non-judgmental environment for 
students, so all perspectives and questions are welcome. 
 
Current Events: 
We will be applying the theories and concepts from the readings and lectures to current events 
everyday.  Therefore, every student is required to bring to class a current event related to that day’s 
readings and lecture.  We will spend a part of every day discussing the articles students bring and 
using them for in-class activities.  These articles and corresponding discussions/activities may appear 
on quizzes and exams.  Furthermore, failure to bring an article – a relevant article – reduces the 
student’s participation portion of the final grade. 
 
Reading Quizzes: 
There will be five reading quizzes throughout the session that will occur on random days without 
prior notice.  Quizzes are intended to assess your comprehension of the readings and will include 2-
3 questions specific to terms and factual information from the readings for that day.  The quizzes 
will be composed of short answer, multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  Quizzes will 
be administered at the start of the class session.  Students arriving more than ten minutes late will 
not be allowed to retake the quiz, as it is disruptive to class. 
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Notes on your approach to the readings:  Readings are to be completed prior to the class session.  Your 
success in this course will depend on your ability to critically evaluate course readings.  Critical 
reading involves identifying the author’s argument and agenda.  Upon completing a reading, you 
should be able to put the author’s ideas in your own words. When you read you should ask yourself 
the following questions— What are the key terms and concepts covered in the reading? What is the 
author trying to prove? What evidence is used to defend the argument? Is this evidence sufficient to 
support the author’s thesis? What questions are left unanswered? What information has been left 
out? What are related, or opposing arguments? Are these addressed? The above questions as well as 
specific objectives for this class should guide you as you highlight and take notes on the readings. 
 
Midterm Exam: 
The midterm exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions, short answer, and one short 
essay.  It will cover all the material from the first half of class, including readings, lectures, in-class 
activities and discussions, and current events. 
 
Final Paper & Presentation: 
The final paper will be a comparative analysis of at least two Latin American countries.  The goal of 
the paper will be to explain a political problem of your choosing in at least two Latin American 
countries.  You will make and support an argument in which you identify one factor that is most 
important in causing the problem to be worse in one country than the other(s).  The paper should 
be at least ten pages and will be based on significant scholarly research.  More details for the paper 
will be handed out during week two. 
 
In addition to the paper, students will present their arguments in a formal presentation during the 
final week of class.  The presentations should be about ten minutes and cover the main components 
of your paper.  More details of these presentations will also be handed out during week two. 
 
Final Exam: 
The final exam will be follow the same format as the midterm exam but will be slightly longer and 
will cover all the material from the second half of the class.  As such, it is not “comprehensive,” 
although theories and concepts from the first half of the class may still be relevant as they apply to 
themes from the second half of the class.   
 
Course Expectations and Policies 
 
1. I will communicate with you through your Colorado email account and D2L.  Please be in a 

habit of checking these accounts on a daily basis.  Students are responsible for any and all 
information sent via these mediums, including any changes made to the schedule or assignments. 

2. Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices must be turned off prior to the start of class.  
Laptops may be used for in-class activities only as the instructor dictates.  I reserve the right to 
ask students to leave if they are seen checking their phones or sending texts. 

3. Students must remain in the classroom for the length of the class period.  Leaving the classroom 
is not permitted once attendance has been taken and those that do so will lose attendance for 
that day.   

4. Students are responsible to obtain assignments or notes on days of absence. 
5. Homework will not be accepted after the designated date and time.  Should you know in 

advance that you will miss a class on the day an assignment is due, you must still email it to me 
prior to the due date and time.   
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6. In-class quizzes and exams cannot be rescheduled.  The only exceptions are religious holidays or 
university-sponsored events.  In this case, you must provide me with written documentation 
prior to the exam date and we will schedule a make-up date.  Should you miss an exam due to 
illness, you must provide me with a signed note from your doctor, including the medical reason, 
one day after your absence.  Failure to do so negates your privilege to schedule a make-up exam. 

7. Late assignments are penalized 10% per day that it is late (includes weekends).  Same penalty 
applies to late electronic submissions. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
July 8:  Introduction to the Course 

! Syllabus and introductions 
 
July 9:  Overview of Latin America and Central Themes 
Readings: 

! V&P Introduction and Chapter 1 
 
July 10:  Historical Overview 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapters 2-3 
Assignments: 

! Map & Reading Quiz 
! No current events 

 
July 11:  Social Context 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapters 4-5 
Assignments: 

! Current events begin (continues everyday unless otherwise noted) 
 
July 14:  Authoritarianism and Transition to Democracy 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 8 
! Diamond, “Developing Democracy” (D2L) 

 
July 15:  Case Study, Chile 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 17 
 
July 16:  Case Study, Argentina 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 16 
 
July 17:  Democratic Institutions and Case Study, Brazil 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapters 9 & 15 
 



	

Huebert 11 

July 18:  MIDTERM EXAM 
 
July 21:  Crime and Insecurity 
Assignment: 

! Watch “Presunto Culpable” (YouTube) 
 
July 22:  Case Study, Mexico 
Readings:  

! V&P Chapter 13 
 
July 23:  Civil Society and Political Movements 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 10 
 
July 24:  Case Study, Nicaragua 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 20 
 
July 25:  BREAK, No Class 
 
July 28:  Political Economy of Latin America 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 7 
! Valenzuela & Valenzuela, “Modernization and Dependency” (D2L) 

 
July 29:  Role of the State 
Readings: 

! TBD 
 
July 30:  Case Study, Bolivia 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 21 
 
July 31:  United States Relations with Latin America 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 11 
! Smith, selections (D2L) 

 
August 1:  Case Study, Guatemala 
Readings: 

! V&P Chapter 12 
 
August 4:  Future of Latin America 
Readings: 

! TBD 
! No current events 
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August 5:  Student Presentations I 
Assignments: 

! Final Paper Due 
  - - Hard copy and Electronic copy 

! No current events 
 
August 6:  Student Presentations II 
Assignments: 

! Final Paper Due 
  - - Hard copy and Electronic copy 

! No current events 
 
August 7:  Conclusions 

! Review for Final Exam 
! No current events 

 
August 8:  FINAL EXAM 
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
University of Colorado Boulder 

PSCI 4012, Fall 2014  
	

Instructor: Erin Terese Huebert          Class Meetings:  MWF  
erin.huebert@colorado.edu           Section 001, 12:00-12:50, Hale 240     
Office: Ketchum 5E            Section 002, 1:00-1:50, Hale 260 
Office Hours:  MW 11-12 and by appointment 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Why are some countries rich and others poor?  The Western world has reached a level of economic 
well-being and technological achievement that would have been unimaginable just a century ago.  
Worldwide, however, most countries remain part of the global “South,” and almost half of humanity 
survives on less than $2 per day.  We will explore a wide range of possible reasons and explanations 
for why so many countries are poor, and we will do so from a variety of disciplines and ideological 
perspectives.  Are the world's vast inequalities due to centuries of exploitation of the global South by 
"the West?”  Or are they due to bad leadership, poor institutions, and the wrong culture in "the 
South" itself?  Alternatively, is global poverty due to something outside of human control, namely 
"Nature" and geography?  This course will not provide definitive answers to any of these questions, 
but will instead give students a variety of tools for thinking critically about them.  We will consider 
evidence and examples from a variety of world regions. 
 
Required Text 
 
! Baker, Andy.  2014.  Shaping the Developing World: the West, the South, and the Natural World.  

Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press.  
  Online resource:  http://college.cqpress.com/sites/baker/Home.aspx 
 
! Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo.  2011.  Poor Economics.  New York, NY: Public Affairs. 
 
In addition, I will assign and provide readings from other sources.  These readings will be available 
on Desire2Learn (D2L).  On this syllabus, readings from Banerjee and Duflo are abbreviated 
(B&D). 
 
On occasion, students will also read and bring to class current event articles related to development 
events around the world.  Any legitimate news source is permissible, including those directly from 
other countries.  I recommend the following sources: 

! The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/americas/index.html) 
! The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world/americas) 
! The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/latin_america/) 
! National Public Radio (http://www.npr.org/sections/latin-america/) 
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Course Grading 
 

Component Due Date % of Final Grade 
Attendance Everyday 10% 
Participation Everyday 10% 
Reading Quizzes Various 15% 
Midterm Exam October 15 15% 
Final Paper December 1 20% 
Presentation TBD 10% 
Final Exam December 15 or 17 20% 

 
Attendance & Participation: 
Attendance and punctuality are mandatory but each student will be allowed three absences.  Use these 
three free days wisely!  These should cover absences for ANY reason, including illness, injury, dead 
batteries, lateness, religious holidays, family obligations, etc.  Each additional unexcused absence will 
result in a 10% reduction in the attendance grade.  I will take roll-call at the beginning of class.  
Those who arrive more than ten minutes late to class will be counted as absent.  Excused absences 
are only granted in extreme circumstances (i.e. death in the family, severe illness) and require written 
documentation prior to the anticipated absence.  Documentation received after the absence is not 
accepted and the absence will be recorded as unexcused. 
 
Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings and lecture material.  The 
participation component of the grade is based on the student’s active engagement during class 
meetings.  I will be taking note each week as to who participates.  Generally, I reward participation 
points based on two criteria: quality and quantity.  “Quality” participation refers to comments that 
are based on readings and class materials as well as personal experiences.  “Quantity” participation 
refers to participation that is frequent.  Each student will receive two points for participation that is 
both of quality and quantity, one point for participation that is of quantity but not quality and zero 
points for neither kind of participation.  Participation credit may also be rewarded for participating 
in in-class activities and small groups as well as giving full attention to your peers, as I recognize that 
not all students feel comfortable speaking in class.  Still, I make every effort to provide a friendly and 
non-judgmental environment for students, so all perspectives and questions are welcome. 
 
Current Events: 
We will be applying the theories and concepts from the readings and lectures to current events 
throughout the semester.  Therefore, on occasion, I will ask students to bring to class a current 
event related to that week’s readings and lecture.  We will spend a part of that class discussing the 
articles students bring and using them for in-class activities.  These articles and corresponding 
discussions/activities may appear on exams.  Furthermore, failure to bring an article – a relevant 
article – reduces the student’s participation portion of the final grade. 
 
Reading Quizzes: 
There will be five reading quizzes throughout the semester.  Quizzes are intended to assess your 
comprehension of the readings and will include 5-10 questions specific to terms and factual 
information from the readings for the prior two weeks.  The quizzes will be composed of short 
answer, multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  Quizzes will be administered on D2L 
and should be completed by 12:00 pm on the date indicated.  The quiz will be available on D2L 
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starting 48 hours in advance and will close at 12:00 pm on the date the quiz is to be completed by.  
Students are allowed to use the readings to complete the quiz but shall be done independently.  
 
Notes on your approach to the readings:  Readings are to be completed prior to the class session.  Your 
success in this course will depend on your ability to critically evaluate course readings.  Critical 
reading involves identifying the author’s argument and agenda.  Upon completing a reading, you 
should be able to put the author’s ideas in your own words. When you read you should ask yourself 
the following questions:  What are the key terms and concepts covered in the reading? What is the 
author trying to prove? What evidence is used to defend the argument? Is this evidence sufficient to 
support the author’s thesis? What questions are left unanswered? What information has been left 
out? What are related, or opposing arguments? Are these addressed? The above questions as well as 
specific objectives for this class should guide you as you highlight and take notes on the readings. 
 
Midterm Exam: 
The midterm exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions and short answer.  It will cover 
all the material from the first half of class, including readings, lectures, in-class activities and 
discussions, and current events. 
 
Final Paper & Presentation: 
The presentations and final research paper are designed for students to evaluate the development 
priorities in an underdeveloped country of their choosing.  The purpose is to answer the following 
question:  Why is Country X underdeveloped?  In so doing, students will draw on lectures, readings, and 
significant outside research to identify the top development problem facing Country X. 
 
Presentation:  Students will be divided into groups of three.  Each group will then choose an 
underdeveloped country they wish to research.  Within the group, one student will present on the 
Nature problems, another student will present on the South problems, and another student will 
present on the West problems.  The three presentations will take place at the end of each unit 
respectively – see course schedule below.  Each presentation should be about ten minutes and 
include a PowerPoint (or other visual platform).  
 
Paper:  Each student is responsible for producing a final paper based on the findings from the 
groups’ three presentations.  The purpose is to identify and make a case for the most pressing 
development problem and to offer a policy solution.  The paper should be 6-8 pages in length.   
 
Further instructions on the final paper and presentations will be handed out during week two. 
 
Final Exam: 
The final exam will follow the same format as the midterm exam but will be slightly longer and will 
cover all the material from the second half of the class, including readings, lectures, in-class 
activities/discussions, and current events.  As such, it is not “comprehensive,” although theories and 
concepts from the first half of the class may still be relevant as they apply to themes from the 
second half of the class.  Check the schedule below for your section’s date and time. 
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Course Expectations and Policies 
 
8. I will communicate with you through your Colorado email account and D2L.  Please be in a 

habit of checking these accounts on a daily basis.  Students are responsible for any and all 
information sent via these mediums, including any changes made to the schedule or assignments. 

9. Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices must be turned off prior to the start of class.  
Laptops may be used for in-class activities only as the instructor dictates.  I reserve the right to 
ask students to leave if they are seen checking their phones or sending texts. 

10. Students must remain in the classroom for the length of the class period.  Leaving the classroom 
is not permitted once attendance has been taken and those that do so will lose attendance for 
that day.   

11. Students are responsible to obtain assignments or notes on days of absence. 
12. Homework will not be accepted after the designated date and time.  Should you know in 

advance that you will miss a class on the day an assignment is due, you must still email it to me 
prior to the due date and time.   

13. In-class quizzes and exams cannot be rescheduled.  The only exceptions are religious holidays or 
university-sponsored events.  In this case, you must provide me with written documentation 
prior to the exam date and we will schedule a make-up date.  Should you miss an exam due to 
illness, you must provide me with a signed note from your doctor, including the medical reason, 
one day after your absence.  Failure to do so negates your privilege to schedule a make-up exam. 

14. Late assignments are penalized 10% per day that it is late (includes weekends).  Same penalty 
applies to late electronic submissions. 

 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
August 25:  Introduction to the Course 

! Syllabus and introductions 
 
UNIT I:  DEFINING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
August 27:  Definitions & Concepts 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 1 (pages 3-14) 
      Baker Chapter 2 
 
August 29:  Human Development 
Readings:  Sen Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 1:  Labor Day, NO CLASS 
 
September 3:  Measuring Development 
No Readings 
 
September 5:  Ethics of Development 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 3 
      Kenny Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #1:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
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UNIT II:  NATURE: GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
September 8:  Physical Geography 
Readings: Baker Chapter 13 
 
September 10:  Guns, Germs, and Steel Argument 
No Readings 
In Class: Guns, Germs, & Steel movie (1st half) 
 
September 12:  Assessing Guns, Germs, and Steel 
Readings:  Diamond Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 15:  Resource Curse 
Readings:  Ross Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 17:  Climate 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 14 
Quiz #2:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
 
September 19:  Assessing the Nature Argument 
No Readings 
 
September 22:  Presentations #1 
Start reading Banerjee and Duflo 
 
September 24:  Presentations #1 
 
September 26:  Presentations #1 
 
UNIT III:  THE SOUTH: CULTURE, INSTITUTIONS, AND POLICY 
 
September 29:  Culture 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 7 & 12 (skim) 
 
October 1:  Gender 
No Readings 
 
October 3:  Critique of Cultural Argument 
Readings:  B&D Chapters 1-5 
Quiz #3:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 
 
October 6:  Economic Institutions 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 9 
 
October 8:  Informality 
No Readings 
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October 10:  Assessing Poor Economics 
Readings:  B&D Chapter 6-10 
 
October 13:  Midterm Review/Catch-up 
 
October 15:  MIDTERM EXAM 
 
October 17:  NO CLASS 
 
October 20:  Democracy 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 10 
 
October 22:  Political Institutions 
Readings:  Acemoglu and Robinson Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #4:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 
 
October 24:  Assessing Governance 
No Readings 
 
October 27:  Violence 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 11 
 
October 29:  Civil Conflict 
Readings:  Collier Chapter 3 (D2L) 
 
October 31:  State Failure 
No Readings 
 
November 3:  Presentations #2 
 
November 5:  Presentations #2 
 
November 7:  Presentations #2 
 
UNIT III:  THE WEST: COLONIALISM, TRADE, & AID 
 
November 10:  Colonialism 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 4 
 
November 12:  Globalization & Trade 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 5 
 
November 14:  Washington Consensus 
Readings:  Wheelan Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
November 17:  Bretton Woods & Other IGOs 
No Readings 
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November 19:  Foreign Aid 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 6 
 
November 21:  Foreign Aid Debate 
Readings:  Sachs Chapter 6 (D2L) and Easterly Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #5:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
 
November 24, 26, 28:  Fall Break, NO CLASS 
 
December 1:  Assessing the “West” 
No Readings 
FINAL PAPER DUE (hard copy and e-copy due by 12:00) 
 
December 3:  Presentations #3 
 
December 5:  Presentations #3 
 
December 8:  Presentations #3 
 
December 10:  Conclusions 
 
December 12:  Final Exam Review 
 
December 15:  Final Exam – Section 001, 10:30-1:00 
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PSCI 3193: INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR 
ANALYZING CURRENT EVENTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FALL 2016/ONLINE COURSE 
 

INSTRUCTOR:  ERIN TERESE HUEBERT                                 OFFICE:  KETCHUM 234 
erin.huebert@colorado.edu             HOURS:  M&W 10:00-12:00 
erinthuebert.wordpress.com              or by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is an upper-division course in international relations focusing on systematically and rigorously 
understanding current events in international relations.  The first-half of the course will examine 
state behavior in international security conflicts and the second-half of the course will examine state 
behavior in international political economy.  Readings, lectures, assignments and assessments will 
assume at least introductory-level knowledge of the study of international relations (PSCI 2223 or 
equivalent). 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

• understand and explain a variety of contemporary challenges facing the global community 
• reproduce key IR concepts, IR explanations, and social scientific methodology 
• analyze current events by applying concepts and frameworks from the course 
• offer critical and informed policy recommendations for addressing contemporary 

international problems, including in areas not offered in this course.  
 
 
COMMUNICATION POLICY 
 
I will communicate with you through your Colorado email account and D2L.  Please be in a habit of 
checking these accounts on a daily basis.  Students are responsible for any and all information sent 
via these mediums, including any changes made to the syllabus, schedule or assignments.  Students 
should contact me via my email provided above and expect a response from me within 24 hours.  
Additionally, students may come to my scheduled office hours or make an appointment for another 
time.   
 
 
COURSE READINGS 
 
There is one required textbook for the class.  It is available at the CU Bookstore and most online 
stores of your choice.  You MUST use the 6th edition of this book. 
 

Snow, Donald M.  2015.  Cases in International Relations.  6th Edition.  Pearson Publishers.   
(ISBN 13: 978-0-205-98353-7) 

 
All other readings I will post on D2L.  The course is not self-paced, and it is essential that students 
remain current with required readings. 
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Students will also read and post current event articles from around the world related to class topics.  
I recommend the following sources, although there are many others: 

! The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world) 
! The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world) 
! The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world) 
! National Public Radio (http://www.npr.org/sections/world) 

 
 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
You need a consistent, high-speed Internet connection to view the online content in this course.  
Below are more specific technical requirements, by operating system: 
•  Microsoft Windows 

–  Windows XP (Service Pack 2), Vista, or Windows 7 and above 
–  Minimum 2GB RAM 
–  High speed Internet connection: 500 kbps or above (Cable, DSL, FiOS) 
–  Working sound card and speakers/headphones 
– Mozilla Firefox browser is recommended with Java and cookies enabled (Internet         
    Explorer 10 and 11 are not supported by D2L) 
–  Sun Java Runtime Environment (JRE) 

•  Macintosh 
–  Mac OS X (Lion 10.7 and above) 
–  Minimum 2GB RAM 
–  High speed Internet connection: 500 kbps or above (Cable, DSL, FiOS) 
–  Working sound card and speakers/headphones 
–  Mozilla Firefox browser is recommended with Java and cookies enabled  
–  Sun Java Runtime Environment (JRE) 
 

Personal technical issues are not acceptable as excuses for failing to satisfy course policies. Please 
ensure in advance that you have reliable and consistent access to the Internet, including especially 
your CU email address and D2L.  
 
Also please note that Technical  Support  is available via CU’s Help Desk at 303-735-4357, or 
help@colorado.edu. Services are available Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 7:00pm, and 
Saturday and Sunday from noon to 6:00pm. If you anticipate requiring technical support services, 
please plan accordingly.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Online Discuss ions (40%):   While we will not be meeting regularly in a classroom, students are 
expected to remain engaged and to participate actively and frequently in online class discussions 
throughout the semester.  It is the primary venue through which students will interact with the 
instructor and with their peers. The purpose of our online discussions is for students to demonstrate 
a mastery of the assigned readings by discussing and critiquing the ideas presented therein, to 
propose alternate questions, comments, or ideas about the topics raised, and to respond to 
comments and questions raised by others. 
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I will open a new discussion thread by 5:00 Monday of each school week.  Each thread will 
include five to ten discussion questions that address that week's readings.  You must respond to at 
least three of my questions by noon on Thursday each week.  Then, you must respond to at 
l east  three other students’ direct responses by midnight on Sunday each week.  You may 
choose any student and any response on which to comment.  I encourage students to check in often 
during the week to respond to each other’s posts and continue the conversation.  You should not 
think about completing this activity in one day; rather, I expect you to comment several times a 
week.  I strongly encourage you to pose additional discussion questions for your peers and respond 
directly to students who respond to your posts. 
 
These discussions will be graded based on whether you completed the minimum number of 
responses and on the quality of your contributions.  One way I assess the quality of your comments 
is whether it is clear to me that you have done the readings, so it may be helpful to describe an 
author’s theory, use an example from the readings, provide page numbers, etc. I will provide you 
with your grade and written feedback each week and expect you to incorporate the feedback into 
future discussions.   
 
Current Event Analys is  Papers (15% each) :   Students will choose one current event dealing with 
a topic covered in each section of the course.  Students will write a paper that analyzes and makes 
predictions about the event using the lessons from the course.  The guidelines for the assignment are 
posted on the course website. 
 
Exams (15% each) :   There will be a midterm exam that covers the first section of the course and a 
final exam that covers the second section of the course (so not cumulative).  Both exams will be 
composed of multiple-choice questions, fill-in-the-blanks, short answers, and a short essay.  It will 
cover all the material from the respective section, including readings, lectures, discussions, and 
current events.  Sample questions will be given one week prior to the exam.  You will have 48 hours 
to complete the exam and you may use notes and readings but must work individually.  I anticipate 
each exam taking about two to three hours. 
 
Grading and Plagiar ism Pol i c i es :  

! You must complete all course requirements laid out above to receive a non-failing grade 
in the course. 

! Late assignments are penalized 10% per day that it is late (includes weekends). 
! There are no extra credit assignments in the course. Your course grade will be calculated 

based solely on the assessments/assignments described above.   
! If I suspect plagiarism on an assignment or an assessment, I will turn the matter over to 

the CU Honors Council. Should you be found to have plagiarized, you will receive a zero 
on that assignment or assessment, in addition to whatever penalty that the Honors 
Council imposes. 

! Final course grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 
o A: 94-100% 
o A-: 90-93% 
o B+: 87-89% 
o B: 84-86% 
o B-: 80-83% 
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o C+: 77-79% 
o C: 74-76% 
o C-: 70-73% 
o D+: 67-69% 
o D: 64-66% 
o D-: 60-63% 
o F: 59 and lower 

 
DUE DATES 

 
Every Thursday by 12 pm:  Written answers to my online discussion questions 
Every Sunday by 12 am:  Written responses to your colleagues’ comments 
Response Paper 1:  Due anytime on or before October 24 (see paper guidelines) 
Midterm Exam:  Opens October 17 at 5 pm – Closes October 19 at 5 pm 
Response Paper 2:  Due anytime on or before November 18 (see paper guidelines) 
Final Exam:  Open November 14 at 5 pm – Closes November 16 at 5 pm 

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
SECTION I:  INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
 
Week 1 (Sep 12-18):   Sovereignty, Secession, & Self-Determination 

• Snow.  Chapter 1 and 15. 
• Etzioni, Amatai.  1992.  “The Evils of Self-Determination.”  Foreign Policy Winter, 21-35. 
• Prendergast, John and Colin Thomas-Jensen.  “Sudan: A State on the Brink.”  Current History 

108 (718): 208-213. 
• "Saving South Sudan." http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/saving-south-sudan/ 

 
Week 2 (Sep 19-25)  International Law & International Organizations 

• Snow.  Chapter 3 
• Cobban, Helena.  2006.  “Think Again: International Courts.”  Foreign Policy March, 22-28. 
• Human Rights Watch.  2009. Section 1: Overview. "Selling Justice Short: Why 

Accountability Matters for Peace." New York, NY: Human Rights Watch. 
• Read two cases that have recently been processed or are pending in the ICC.  You can find 

the link to the cases here.  Click on "case information sheet" for details of the case.     
 

 
Week 3 (Sep 26-Oct 2):   Nuclear Proliferation and Pivotal States 

• Snow.  Chapter 6 and 7. 
• Waltz, Kenneth. 2012. ‘Why Iran Should Get the Bomb.’ Foreign Affairs 91.2: 2-5. 
• Kroenig, Matthew. 2012. ‘Time to Attack Iran: Why a Strike Is the Least Bad Option.’ 

Foreign Affairs 91.1: 76-86.  
• Kahl, Colin H. 2012. ‘Not Time to Attack Iran: Why War Should Be a Last Resort.’ Foreign 

Affairs 91.2: 166-73. 
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• Broad, William J. and Sergio Pecanha. 2015. ‘The Iran Nuclear Deal: A Simple Guide.’ The 
New York Times 15 January. 

 
 
Week 4 (Oct 3-9):   Violent Transnational Networks: ISIL/ISIS 

• Snow.  Chapter 16. 
• Laub, Zachary. 2015. ‘The Islamic State.’ Council on Foreign Relations Backgrounders. 18 

May.  
• Hanieh, Adam.  2015.  "A Brief History of ISIS."  Jacobin 11-12. 
• Obama, Barack. 2014. ‘Statement by the President on ISIL.’ The White House. 10 

September. 
• Cronin, Audrey Kurth. 2015. ‘ISIS Is Not a Terrorist Group: Why Counterterrorism Won’t 

Stop the Latest Jihadist Threat.’ Foreign Affairs 94: 87-98. 
 
 
Week 5 (Oct 10-16)  International Migration & Demographic Changes 

• Snow.  Chapter 14. 
• Economist. July 30, 2016. "Drawbridges Up."  
• Economist.  May 28, 2016.  "Looking for a Home.  
• NYT.  "Text: President Trump's Executive Order on Immigration." 

 
 
SECTION II:  INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 
 
 
Week 6 (Oct 17-23)  Free Trade  

• Snow.  Chapter 9 
• Wheelan, Charles.  2004.  "Trade and Globalization: The Good News about Asian 

Sweatshops."  Naked Economics. 
• Krugman, Paul. 1997. ‘In Praise of Cheap Labor: Bad Jobs at Bad Wages are Better than No 

Jobs at All.’ Slate. 27 March. 
• McBride, James.  2017.  "The Trans-Pacific Partnership and U.S. Trade Policy."  Council on 

Foreign Relations. 
• DePillis, Lydia.  2013.  "Everything you need to know about the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership."  Washington Post. 

 
Week 7 (Oct 24-30)  Development, Foreign Aid and MNCs 

• Snow.  Chapter 12 
• Easterly, William. ‘The Utopian Nightmare.’ Foreign Policy 150: 58-64. 
• Sachs, Jeffrey D. ‘The Development Challenge.’ Foreign Affairs 84.2: 78-90.  
• Rahman, Aminur. 1999. ‘Micro-credit Initiatives for Equitable and Sustainable 

Development: Who Pays?’ World Development 27.1: 67-82. 
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Week 8 (Oct 31-Nov 6)  Regional Integration 
• Snow.  Chapter 10. 
• Porter, Henry.  2016.  “Terrorism, Migrants, and Crippling Debt: Is This the End of 

Europe?”  Vanity Fair, February 20, 2016. 
• Vox.  “Brexit: 9 Questions you were too embarrassed to ask.”  

http://www.vox.com/2016/6/17/11963668/brexit-uk-eu-explained 
 
 
Week 9 (Nov 7-13)  Climate Change, Energy, & the Environment 

• Snow.  Chapter 2 and 13. 
• Podesta, John and Peter Ogden.  2007/2008.  “The security implications of climate 

change."  Washington Quarterly 31 (1): 115-138. 
• Chan, Sewell.  Dec. 12, 2015.  "Key Points of the Paris Climate Pact."  New York Times.   
• Davenport, Coral.  March 2, 2017.  "Top Trump Advisers are Split on Paris Agreement on 

Climate Change."  New York Times. 
• Recommendation: Before the Flood, a recent documentary produced by Leonardo 

DiCaprio.  http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/before-flood/ 
 

 
Week 10 (Nov 14-18) 

• No Readings 
• Final Exam  
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PSCI 3062: REVOLUTION AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE 
SPRING 2016 

 
INSTRUCTOR:  ERIN TERESE HUEBERT                                 OFFICE:  KETCHUM 234 
erin.huebert@colorado.edu                 HOURS:  T&TH 1:00-2:00 
erinthuebert.wordpress.com              or by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of this course is to understand the process of revolution. We will study various 
countries around the world to illustrate the mechanisms of protest, revolt, and violence. While 
emphasis will be placed on the revolutions of the Arab Spring, we will analyze some historical cases 
of revolution to understand the theoretical roots of revolutionary change and compare those with 
contemporary theories of political change. 
 
The course is divided into three broad sections: 

1) Causes of revolution 
When, where, and why do revolutions occur? What are the major theoretical 
explanations for revolution and political violence? How are modern-day revolutions 
different from past revolutions? 

2) Tactics during revolution 
Who participates in revolution and political violence? How are rebellions organized? 
What tactics are employed by resistance groups? How does the State respond to 
resistance? 

3) Outcomes of revolution 
Why do some revolutions succeed while others fail? How do we measure success or 
failure of a revolution? What are long-term consequences of revolutionary efforts? 

 
COMMUNICATION POLICY 
 
I will communicate with you through your Colorado email account and D2L.  Please be in a habit of 
checking these accounts on a daily basis.  Students are responsible for any and all information sent 
via these mediums, including any changes made to the syllabus, schedule or assignments.  Students 
should contact me via my email provided above and expect a response from me within 24 hours. 
 
COURSE READINGS 
 
There is one required textbook for the class. It is available at the CU Bookstore and online. 
 

Noueihed, Lin and Alex Warren. 2013. The Battle for the Arab Spring. Yale University 
Press. 

 
All other readings I will post on D2L. Readings that come from the required textbook will be 
marked as Noueihed and Warren in the Course Schedule.  All assigned readings are to be read prior 
to the class date that they are assigned. I encourage you to take notes and come prepared with your 
questions, discussion topics, and thoughtful reflections – we will attempt to address all these in class 
or through online blog posts. 
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Students will also read and bring to class current event articles from around the world related to 
class topics.  I recommend the following sources, although there are many others: 

! The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world) 
! The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world) 
! The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world) 
! National Public Radio (http://www.npr.org/sections/world) 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Attendance (10%):  Attendance and punctuality are mandatory but each student will be allowed two 
absences.  Use these two free days wisely!  These should cover absences for ANY reason, including 
illness, injury, dead batteries, religious holidays, family obligations, etc.  Each additional unexcused 
absence will result in a 5% reduction in the attendance grade.  I will take roll-call at the beginning of 
class.  Those who arrive more than ten minutes late to class will be counted as absent.  Excused 
absences beyond the freebies are only granted in extreme circumstances (i.e. death in the family, 
severe illness) and require written documentation prior to the anticipated absence.  Documentation 
received after the absence is not accepted and the absence will be recorded as unexcused. 
 
Participation (15%):  Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings and 
lecture material.  Participation credit is based on one’s oral contribution to large class discussions as 
well as active involvement in small group activities, online blog posts and current events. 
 

Blog Posts:  Twice during the semester, you will be responsible for a blog post and leading 
discussion in your small group.  The blog will be about your reaction and questions 
regarding that day’s reading and you will post it on the D2L discussion board by 5:00 pm the 
day before the class session.  This gives others a chance to respond to your blog before class.  
You will then lead discussion in your small group during that day’s class session.  For those 
who are not assigned to blog that day, you can earn participation points by responding to the 
blog posts.  More information about what is expected in the blog will be given during the 
first week of class.  Small groups will be assigned the first week and you will have a chance to 
sign-up for your blog dates then as well. 

 
Current Events:  We will be applying the theories from class readings and lectures to current 
events throughout the semester.  On occassion, I will ask students to bring to class a current 
event related to that day’s readings and lecture.  We will spend a part of that class discussing 
the articles students bring and using them for in-class activities.  These articles and 
corresponding discussions contribute to your participation grade and may appear on exams.   

 
Reading Quizzes (20%):  There will be ten reading quizzes throughout the semester.  You must 
complete at least seven quizzes.  If you complete more than seven, I will count your highest seven 
scores.  Quizzes are intended to assess your comprehension of the readings and will include five 
questions specific to factual information from the readings for the week.  The quizzes will be 
composed of short answer, multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  Quizzes will be 
administered on D2L and must be completed by 12:00 pm on the date indicated.  The quiz will be 
availabe on D2L starting 48 hours in advance and will close at 12:00 pm on the due date.  Students 
are allowed to use the readings to complete the quiz but must be done independently.  
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Midterm Exam (25%):  The midterm exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions, short 
answers, and a short essay.  It will cover all the material from the first half of class, including 
readings, lectures, in-class activities and discussions, and current events. 
 
Final Paper & Presentations (30%):  The final paper will explore a revolution of your choice in-depth.  
In the paper, you will answer 1) what was the main cause of the revolution 2) what tactics were used 
during the revolution and 3) what was the outcome of the revolution and why did that outcome occur.  
Throughout the semester, rough draft portions of your paper will be due and you will present them 
in your small group.  Your group members will then provide you with feedback.  The objective is 
both for the writer to receive useful advice on ways to improve her/his final paper and for the 
readers to learn about another revolution.  You must upload your rough drafts to D2L by 2:00 pm 
on the designated date.  You will receive a score for these drafts and your for your participation in 
the presentations and it will account for 15% of the final paper grade.  More details of the format 
and what is required in the final paper will be given at a later date in class.  Note the dates in the 
Course Schedule below as to when the informal presentations of your rough drafts will occur.  The 
final paper will be due on the last day of class, April 28.  An electronic copy must also be submitted 
to the Dropbox on D2L by 2:00 pm on Aptil 28. 
 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
Electronic Policy:   

! Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices must be turned off prior to the start of 
class.  Laptops may be used for in-class activities only as the instructor dictates.  I reserve the 
right to ask students to leave if they are seen checking their phones or sending texts. 

 
Classroom Conduct: 

! Students must remain in the classroom for the length of the class period.  Leaving the 
classroom is not permitted once attendance has been taken and those that do so will lose 
attendance for that day. 

! Much of the class will consist of discussion and debate.  Expressing strong opinion is 
encouraged, but you are also expected to be respectful and professional at all times. 

 
Homework Policy: 

! Students are responsible to obtain assignments or notes on days of absence. 
! Homework will not be accepted after the designated date and time.  Should you know in 

advance that you will miss a class on the day an assignment is due, you must still email it to 
me prior to the due date and time. 

o You cannot make up missed rough draft presentations even if you submit a rought 
draft electronically.  Your score is based on your presentation to your group 
members and you will lose all points if you miss class that day. 

! In-class quizzes and exams cannot be rescheduled.  The only exception are religious holidays 
or university-sponsored events.  In this case, you must provide me with written 
documentation prior to the exam date and we will schedule a make-up date.  Should you 
miss an exam due to illness, you must provide me with a signed note from your doctor, 
including the medical reason, one day after your absence.  Failure to do so negates your 
privilege to schedule a make-up exam. 
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! Late assignments are penalized 10% per day that it is late (includes weekends).  Same penalty 
applies to late electronic submissions. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Date Topic Reading/Assignment 
January 12 Course Overview  
January 14 Introduction:  What is Political 

Violence and Revolution? 
None 

Section 1: Causes of Revolution 
January 19 1) Explanations of Revolution: 

Class Conflict 
Marx, Karl.  1932.  Communist Manifesto.  
Excerpts.  [D2L] 
Brinton, Crane.  1965.  The Anatomy of Revolution.  
Excerpts.  [D2L] 

January 21 Class Conflict in Latin America Randall, Margaret.  1981.  Sandino’s Daughters.  
Excerpts.  [D2L] 
Quiz #1 

January 26 2) Explanations of Revolution: Mass 
Frustration 

Gurr, Ted.  1970.  Why Men Rebel.  Chapter 1.  
[D2L] 

January 28 Roots of the Arab Spring Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 1. 
Quiz #2 
Blog #1 

February 2 Roots of the Arab Spring Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 2. 
Blog #2 

February 4 3) Explanations of Revolution: 
Structural Causes 

Skocpol, Theda.  1979.  States and Social 
Revolutions.  Chapter 1.  [D2L] 
Quiz #3 

February 9 Iranian Revolution 
Guest Speaker: Ryan Dawkins 

Chenoweth, Erica and Maria J. Stephan.  2011.  
Why Civil Resistance Works.  Chapter 4.  [D2L] 

February 11 Presentations Rough Draft Presentations: Causes 
February 16 Comparing and Contrasting Past 

and Present Revolutions 
 

Nabavi, Negin.  2012.  “The ‘Arab Spring’ as 
Seen through the Prism of the 1979 Iranian 
Revolution.”  International Journal of Middle East 
Studies 44 (1): 153-155.  [D2L] 
The Economist.  January 9, 2016.  “The Arab 
Winter.”  [D2L] 

February 18 MIDTERM Midterm Exam 
Section 2: Tactics During Revolution 

February 23 Participation: Recruitment & 
Collective Action 
Guerilla Tactics: The Cuban Model 
 

Humphreys, Macartan and Jeremy M. 
Weinstein. 2008. “Who Fights? The 
Determinants of Participation in Civil War.” 
AJPS 52 (2): 436-443 & 452-453.  [D2L] 
Blog #3 

February 25 Partcipation: Nonviolence 
Protests and Civil Resistance in 
Bolivia 
Guest Speaker: Ximena Velasco 

Chenoweth, Erica and Maria J. Stephan.  2011.  
Why Civil Resistance Works.   
Chapter 1, Pages 3-15 [D2L] 
Chapter 2, Whole Chapter (30-61) [D2L] 
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Quiz #4 
March 1 Success of Nonviolent Campaigns 

Protests in Tunisia 
Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 4. 
Blog #4 

March 3 Media: Use of Social Media in 
Egypt 
Guest Speaker: Pavel Bacovsky 
(Velvet Revolution, Czechoslavakia) 

Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 3. 
Quiz #5 

March 8 International Intervention: Foreign 
Support in Libya 

Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 7. 
Blog #5 

March 10 Rebel Support: Why do some rebel 
groups receive support and others 
not? 

Salehyan, Idean, et. al.  2011. “Explaining 
External Support for Insurgent Groups.” 
International Organization 65 (4): 709-744.  
[D2L] 
Quiz #6 

March 15 Global Revolution: Why do some 
groups feel the need for not just 
national but global revolution? 

Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 11 
Blog #6 

March 17 ISIS 
Guest Speaker: Tim Passmore 

A Brief History of ISIS, Adam Hanieh, [D2L] 
Quiz #7 

March 22 SPRING BREAK  
March 24 SPRING BREAK  
March 29 Authoritarian Concessions: How do 

autocracies adapt to revolution? 
Gandhi, Jennifer and Adam Przeworski. 2007. 
“Authoritarian Institutions and the Survival of 
Autocrats.” Comparative Political Studies 40 (11): 
1279-1301.  [D2L] 
Blog #7 

March 31 State Violence/Counterinsurgency: 
When do states use violence?  The 
case of Syria. 

Battle for Arab Spring, Chapter 9. 
Quiz #8 

April 5 Presentations Rough Draft Presentations: Tactics 
April 7 NO CLASS  

Section 3:  Outcomes of Revolution 
April 12 Guest Speaker: Salam Hendawi  
April 14 Why are some revolutions 

successful and others not? 
 

Chenoweth, Erica and Maria J. Stephan.  2011.  
Why Civil Resistance Works.  Chapter 8.  [D2L] 
Quiz #9 

April 19 Resource Curse Ross, Michael. 2011. "Will Oil Drown the Arab 
Spring?: Democracy and the Resource 
Curse." Foreign Affairs 90 (5): 2-8.  [D2L] 
Blog #8 

April 21 Presentations Rough Draft Presentations: Outcomes 
April 26 Regime Resilience, Strength of 

Monarchs 
Battle for the Arab Spring, Chapter 10. 
Quiz #10 

April 28 Last day of class Final Paper Due 
 


