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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
University of Colorado Boulder 

PSCI 4012, Fall 2014  
	  

Instructor: Erin Terese Huebert          Class Meetings:  MWF  
erin.huebert@colorado.edu           Section 001, 12:00-12:50, Hale 240     
Office: Ketchum 5E            Section 002, 1:00-1:50, Hale 260 
Office Hours:  MW 11-12 and by appointment 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Why are some countries rich and others poor?  The Western world has reached a level of economic 
well-being and technological achievement that would have been unimaginable just a century ago.  
Worldwide, however, most countries remain part of the global “South,” and almost half of humanity 
survives on less than $2 per day.  We will explore a wide range of possible reasons and explanations 
for why so many countries are poor, and we will do so from a variety of disciplines and ideological 
perspectives.  Are the world's vast inequalities due to centuries of exploitation of the global South by 
"the West?”  Or are they due to bad leadership, poor institutions, and the wrong culture in "the 
South" itself?  Alternatively, is global poverty due to something outside of human control, namely 
"Nature" and geography?  This course will not provide definitive answers to any of these questions, 
but will instead give students a variety of tools for thinking critically about them.  We will consider 
evidence and examples from a variety of world regions. 
 
Required Text 
 
! Baker, Andy.  2014.  Shaping the Developing World: the West, the South, and the Natural World.  

Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press.  
  Online resource:  http://college.cqpress.com/sites/baker/Home.aspx 
 
! Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo.  2011.  Poor Economics.  New York, NY: PublicAffairs. 
 
In addition, I will assign and provide readings from other sources.  These readings will be available 
on Desire2Learn (D2L).  On this syllabus, readings from Banerjee and Duflo are abbreviated 
(B&D). 
 
On occasion, students will also read and bring to class current event articles related to development 
events around the world  Any legitimate news source is permissible, including those directly from 
other countries.  I recommend the following sources: 

! The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/americas/index.html) 
! The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world/americas) 
! The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/latin_america/) 
! National Public Radio (http://www.npr.org/sections/latin-america/) 
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Course Grading 
 

Component Due Date % of Final Grade 
Attendance Everyday 10% 
Participation Everyday 10% 
Reading Quizzes Various 15% 
Midterm Exam October 15 15% 
Final Paper December 1 20% 
Presentation TBD 10% 
Final Exam December 15 or 17 20% 

 
Attendance & Participation: 
Attendance and punctuality are mandatory but each student will be allowed three absences.  Use these 
three free days wisely!  These should cover absences for ANY reason, including illness, injury, dead 
batteries, lateness, religious holidays, family obligations, etc.  Each additional unexcused absence will 
result in a 10% reduction in the attendance grade.  I will take roll-call at the beginning of class.  
Those who arrive more than ten minutes late to class will be counted as absent.  Excused absences 
are only granted in extreme circumstances (i.e. death in the family, severe illness) and require written 
documentation prior to the anticipated absence.  Documentation received after the absence is not 
accepted and the absence will be recorded as unexcused. 
 
Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings and lecture material.  The 
participation component of the grade is based on the student’s active engagement during class 
meetings.  I will be taking note each week as to who participates.  Generally, I reward participation 
points based on two criteria: quality and quantity.  “Quality” participation refers to comments that 
are based on readings and class materials as well as personal experiences.  “Quantity” participation 
refers to participation that is frequent.  Each student will receive two points for participation that is 
both of quality and quantity, one point for participation that is of quantity but not quality and zero 
points for neither kind of participation.  Participation credit may also be rewarded for participating 
in in-class activities and small groups as well as giving full attention to your peers, as I recognize that 
not all students feel comfortable speaking in class.  Still, I make every effort to provide a friendly and 
non-judgemental environment for students, so all perspectives and questions are welcome. 
 
Current Events: 
We will be applying the theories and concepts from the readings and lectures to current events 
throughout the semester.  Therefore, on occassion, I will ask students to bring to class a current 
event related to that week’s readings and lecture.  We will spend a part of that class discussing the 
articles students bring and using them for in-class activities.  These articles and corresponding 
discussions/activities may appear on exams.  Furthermore, failure to bring an article – a relevant 
article – reduces the student’s participation portion of the final grade. 
 
Reading Quizzes: 
There will be five reading quizzes throughout the semester.  Quizzes are intended to assess your 
comprehension of the readings and will include 5-10 questions specific to terms and factual 
information from the readings for the prior two weeks.  The quizzes will be composed of short 
answer, multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  Quizzes will be administered on D2L 
and should be completed by 12:00 pm on the date indicated.  The quiz will be availabe on D2L 
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starting 48 hours in advance and will close at 12:00 pm on the date the quiz is to be completed by.  
Students are allowed to use the readings to complete the quiz but shall be done independently.  
 
Notes on your approach to the readings:  Readings are to be completed prior to the class session.  Your 
success in this course will depend on your ability to critically evaluate course readings.  Critical 
reading involves identifying the author’s argument and agenda.  Upon completing a reading, you 
should be able to put the author’s ideas in your own words. When you read you should ask yourself 
the following questions:  What are the key terms and concepts covered in the reading? What is the 
author trying to prove? What evidence is used to defend the argument? Is this evidence sufficient to 
support the author’s thesis? What questions are left unanswered? What information has been left 
out? What are related, or opposing arguments? Are these addressed? The above questions as well as 
specific objectives for this class should guide you as you highlight and take notes on the readings. 
 
Midterm Exam: 
The midterm exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions and short answer.  It will cover 
all the material from the first half of class, including readings, lectures, in-class activities and 
discussions, and current events. 
 
Final Paper & Presentation: 
The presentations and final research paper are designed for students to evaluate the development 
priorities in an underdeveloped country of their choosing.  The purpose is to answer the following 
question:  Why is Country X underdeveloped?  In so doing, students will draw on lectures, readings, and 
significant outside research to identify the top development problem facing Country X. 
 
Presentation:  Students will be divided into groups of three.  Each group will then choose an 
underdeveloped country they wish to research.  Within the group, one student will present on the 
Nature problems, another student will present on the South problems, and another student will 
present on the West problems.  The three presentations will take place at the end of each unit 
respectively – see course schedule below.  Each presentation should be about ten minutes and 
include a PowerPoint (or other visual platform).  
 
Paper:  Each student is responsible for producing a final paper based on the findings from the 
groups’ three presentations.  The purpose is to identify and make a case for the most pressing 
development problem and to offer a policy solution.  The paper should be 6-8 pages in length.   
 
Further instructions on the final paper and presentations will be handed out during week two. 
 
Final Exam: 
The final exam will follow the same format as the midterm exam but will be slightly longer and will 
cover all the material from the second half of the class, including readings, lectures, in-class 
activities/discussions, and current events.  As such, it is not “comprehensive,” although theories and 
concepts from the first half of the class may still be relevant as they apply to themes from the 
second half of the class.  Check the schedule below for your section’s date and time. 
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Course Expectations and Policies 
 
1. I will communicate with you through your Colorado email account and D2L.  Please be in a 

habit of checking these accounts on a daily basis.  Students are responsible for any and all 
information sent via these mediums, including any changes made to the schedule or assignments. 

2. Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices must be turned off prior to the start of class.  
Laptops may be used for in-class activities only as the instructor dictates.  I reserve the right to 
ask students to leave if they are seen checking their phones or sending texts. 

3. Students must remain in the classroom for the length of the class period.  Leaving the classroom 
is not permitted once attendance has been taken and those that do so will lose attendance for 
that day.   

4. Students are responsible to obtain assignments or notes on days of absence. 
5. Homework will not be accepted after the designated date and time.  Should you know in 

advance that you will miss a class on the day an assignment is due, you must still email it to me 
prior to the due date and time.   

6. In-class quizzes and exams cannot be rescheduled.  The only exception are religious holidays or 
university-sponsored events.  In this case, you must provide me with written documentation 
prior to the exam date and we will schedule a make-up date.  Should you miss an exam due to 
illness, you must provide me with a signed note from your doctor, including the medical reason, 
one day after your absence.  Failure to do so negates your privilege to schedule a make-up exam. 

7. Late assignments are penalized 10% per day that it is late (includes weekends).  Same penalty 
applies to late electronic submissions. 

 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
August 25:  Introduction to the Course 

! Syllabus and introductions 
 
UNIT I:  DEFINING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
August 27:  Definitions & Concepts 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 1 (pages 3-14) 
      Baker Chapter 2 
 
August 29:  Human Development 
Readings:  Sen Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 1:  Labor Day, NO CLASS 
 
September 3:  Measuring Development 
No Readings 
 
September 5:  Ethics of Development 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 3 
      Kenny Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #1:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
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UNIT II:  NATURE: GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIORNMENT 
 
September 8:  Physical Geography 
Readings: Baker Chapter 13 
 
September 10:  Guns, Germs, and Steel Argument 
No Readings 
In Class: Guns, Germs, & Steel movie (1st half) 
 
September 12:  Assessing Guns, Germs, and Steel 
Readings:  Diamond Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 15:  Resource Curse 
Readings:  Ross Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
September 17:  Climate 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 14 
Quiz #2:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
 
September 19:  Assessing the Nature Argument 
No Readings 
 
September 22:  Presentations #1 
Start reading Banerjee and Duflo 
 
September 24:  Presentations #1 
 
September 26:  Presentations #1 
 
UNIT III:  THE SOUTH: CULTURE, INSTITUTIONS, AND POLICY 
 
September 29:  Culture 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 7 & 12 (skim) 
 
October 1:  Gender 
No Readings 
 
October 3:  Critique of Cultural Argument 
Readings:  B&D Chapters 1-5 
Quiz #3:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 
 
October 6:  Economic Institutions 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 9 
 
October 8:  Informality 
No Readings 
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October 10:  Assessing Poor Economics 
Readings:  B&D Chapter 6-10 
 
October 13:  Midterm Review/Catch-up 
 
October 15:  MIDTERM EXAM 
 
October 17:  NO CLASS 
 
October 20:  Democracy 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 10 
 
October 22:  Political Institutions 
Readings:  Acemoglu and Robinson Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #4:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 
 
October 24:  Assessing Governance 
No Readings 
 
October 27:  Violence 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 11 
 
October 29:  Civil Conflict 
Readings:  Collier Chapter 3 (D2L) 
 
October 31:  State Failure 
No Readings 
 
November 3:  Presentations #2 
 
November 5:  Presentations #2 
 
November 7:  Presentations #2 
 
UNIT III:  THE WEST: COLONIALISM, TRADE, & AID 
 
November 10:  Colonialism 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 4 
 
November 12:  Globalization & Trade 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 5 
 
November 14:  Washington Consensus 
Readings:  Wheelan Chapter 1 (D2L) 
 
November 17:  Bretton Woods & Other IGOs 
No Readings 
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November 19:  Foreign Aid 
Readings:  Baker Chapter 6 
 
November 21:  Foreign Aid Debate 
Readings:  Sachs Chapter 6 (D2L) and Easterly Chapter 1 (D2L) 
Quiz #5:  D2L, Complete by 12:00 pm 
 
November 24, 26, 28:  Fall Break, NO CLASS 
 
December 1:  Assessing the “West” 
No Readings 
FINAL PAPER DUE (hard copy and e-copy due by 12:00) 
 
December 3:  Presentations #3 
 
December 5:  Presentations #3 
 
December 8:  Presentations #3 
 
December 10:  Conclusions 
 
December 12:  Final Exam Review 
 
December 15:  Final Exam – Section 001, 10:30-1:00 
 
December 17:  Final Exam – Section 002, 10:30-1:00
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University Policies 
 
1. Disability Accommodations: 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from 
Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services 
determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, 
and at 
• http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices 
 
2. Campus Policy Regarding Religious Observances: 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably 
and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled 
exams, assignments or required attendance. Please follow the special accommodations procedure 
stated above. See full details at 
• http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac relig.html 
 
3. Campus “Classroom Behavior” Policy: 
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. 
Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional 
courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with 
differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and 
nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. The teaching 
staff will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please 
advise us of this preference early in the semester so that we may make appropriate changes to my 
records. See policies at 
• http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html 
• http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#studentcode 
 
4. Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: 
The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of 
Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous 
Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty. Any student, staff or faculty member who 
believes s/he has been the subject of sexual harassment or discrimination or harassment based upon 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status 
should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office 
of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and 
the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be 
obtained at 
• http://www.colorado.edu/odh/ 
 
5. Academic Integrity: 
All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to 
the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, 
plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All 
incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council 
(honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic 
integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and nonacademic 
sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). 
Other information on the Honor Code can be found at 
• http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html 
• http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/ 


